
1790 On October 18, the Charleston 
City Council passed an ordinance 
establishing the Charleston Orphan 
House. 

1794 Exactly one year after 
establishing the organization a 
home located on St. Phillip and 
Calhoun Streets was opened to 
more than 110 children. 

1863 At the outset of the Civil 
War the children were temporarily 
evacuated to Orangeburg. They 
would move back into the 
downtown home just 
over two years later. 

1866 After the City of Charleston 
was devastated by an earthquake 
the Charleston Orphan House 
residents were forced to sleep 
outside in tents while repairs  
were made to the building.

1909 The Charleston Orphan 
House welcomed President 
Howard Taft. Throughout its 
history the home welcomed three 
sitting presidents and numerous 
dignitaries. 

1928 A stained glass window, 
created by Ti�any Studios, 
depicting Jesus blessing the 
children was gifted to the 
Charleston Orphan House. The 
window was installed in the 
chapel, today it resides in the 
administrative building. 

1951 After 151 years in downtown 
Charleston, city commissioners 
purchased 37 acres of land in 
North Charleston to build a new 
cottage-style campus for the 
residents. 

1978 On June 30, the Charleston 
Orphan House separated from 
the City of Charleston and was 
renamed the Oak Grove Child 
Care Center. 

1981 During a period of 
organizational restructuring, the Oak 
Grove Child Care Center was 
renamed the Carolina Youth 
Development Center (CYDC) and 
expanded services to youth and 
families in the Lowcountry. 

1998 A needs assessment completed 
by Trident United Way highlighted the 
need for a home in Berkeley County. 
The Give Me Shelter Committee was 
created to address the need and 
recommended CYDC open a home in 
Moncks Corner. The home was 
named the Callen-Lacey Center for 
Children and allowed CYDC to serve 
more youth in the local community.

2005 The Tony and Linda Bakker 
Career Center opened on CYDC’s 
North Charleston campus 
providing career development and 
training opportunities for youth.

2019 CYDC completed the 
renovation of NuHouse, a cottage 
on the North Charleston campus 
that provides an independent 
living program to youth ages 17-21.

2020 Carolina Youth 
Development Center celebrates 
its 230 year anniversary, virtually 
due to the worldwide coronavirus 
pandemic.
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“...for the purpose of 
supporting and 
educating poor 
orphan children.”
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CYDC’s mission is to empower and equip our community’s most vulnerable children by providing a safe environment, educational support and 
career readiness, in collaboration with families and community partners.

CYDC’s vision is that all children will have loving and stable families and a nurturing community empowering them to lead successful lives.
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